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Happy Birthday, BIBOA! For twenty years now BIBOA has 
been bringing together RIB enthusiasts from all over Britain 
and beyond and this is no better demonstrated than on the 
Highland Fling series of cruises organised by Dougie Crockett 
and Peter Zurrer in BIBOAôs ancestral home of Scotland. Over 
the years, boats have been trailed from all over Britain, and 
regularly from the continent too, to meet up for wonderful 
scenic cruising, delicious food and drink and brilliant company. 
And if the cover photo has whetted your appetite, thereôs 
plenty more to come inside this issue of Riblines. 
 

At the other end of Britain, BIBOA members have already 
cruised the remaining points of the compass, as Julian Lyas led 
cruises westwards to Weymouth and Dartmouth, Barry Holme 
and Chris Hinson once again cruised the East Anglian coast, 
and Trevor Goddard and Paul Beaurain organised some 
excellent excursions in and around the Solent and Isle of 
Wight. Itôs been great to see so many younger members 
taking part in these cruises along with their parents. Most 
BIBOA cruises are very family-friendly and itôs a fabulous way 
to spend some quality time together.  
 

Although most BIBOA cruises take place over a weekend or a 
week (or even longer!), those of us who have other 
commitments are always welcome to join for just a day, and 
not having a boat available is not a bar either as many 
members have space for an extra crew person or two in 

exchange for a few beer tokens! 
 

With Summer finally here, there are still plenty of events still 
to come, as a quick glance at the Calendar will reveal, and if 
you donôt see anything you fancy, why not organise your own 
cruise? Simply post your idea on the forum at www.biboa.com 
and wait to see who else wants to join you.   
 

On now to racing, and after the disappointing cancellation of 
the Brass Monkey, adrenaline addicts were able to get their fix 
at the RMYC Cancer Charities Race. Several BIBOA members 
were involved in various ways and you can read more about it 
in Chris Stricklandôs Racing Report on page 33. 
 

A highlight of the year for me has been the Great British RIB 

Rally which took place in June. For those of us who were not 
lucky enough to take part, it was great to do a bit of vicarious 
ribbing courtesy of the updates posted daily by our Vice-
Commodore and Webmaster, Mike Deacon, on 
www.biboa.com. I shared the participantsô excitement at 
seeing new ports and their elation as they survived each new 
challenge as well as the disappointment of crews who had to 
drop out or change their plans, and all from the comfort of my 
own armchair! A circumnavigation of the British Isles has now 
been added to my óThings to Do Before I Dieô list. 
 

Another highlight of the year is sure to be the BIBOA 20th 
Anniversary Annual Dinner and Presentation of Awards. 
Committee member Marc Lyne (07977 130934 or 
marc@lifelyne.com) is compiling a film of video and stills to 
show during the evening so do please send him any suitable 
items. 
 

The glorious sunshine beckons, so safe boating, everyone! 
 

Louise Hayward   Editor 

Anchors 

Aweigh  

Events  

Front cover: Peter Zurrer and Robert in  
Highlander , enjoying the 2010 Highland Fling.  
 

Full report and more photos on pages 16 ð20 
and 25 -27.  
 

Image courtesy of Kevin Goulding  
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Timothy John Wilks  
Founder of Ribtec  

April 24th 1956 - May 23rd 2010  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We regret to record the passing of one of the most  
significant people in the RIB industry.  

Tim Wilks had been messing around in boats for all of his life. After a short spell as a fine wine importer, Tim 

joined his fatherôs business "Water Craft" nearly 30 years ago. From this introduction into the design and  

manufacture of Rigid Inflatable Boats Tim formed Ribtec in 1989. Starting from humble beginnings in a disused 
farm just down the road from his home in Exton, Hampshire, his great uncle was Maurice Wilks, one of the  

designers of the Land Rover and with this historic pedigree Tim and Ribtec went on to be one of the worldôs  
leaders in the design, development and build of some of the best boats around today.  
  

Tim was a sportsman at heart and loved not only watching but taking part in anything that excited him. Some 

might say that he was good at everything he took part in (apart from golf which he was particularly bad at!). He 
was also a family man and prided himself on being one of the finest curry chefs in the country. For those of you 

that knew him, he did specialise in "Hot Ones". He passed away competing in his favourite sport of Triathlon in 
the New Forest,  an area of the country he loved so much.  
  

I first met Tim during the first week of June 1990 when I returned from the first Round Scotland Rally with a boat 

broken and in bits and asked him to build me a new one out of the bits that were any good. This Tim did and as 
our relationship grew, I became not just a customer but a good friend. Tim was convinced to build even bigger 

boats and Jan Falkowski, Peter Hibditch and myself had the first three out of the mould. It was this range of 

boats that set Tim and Ribtec on the path to success. 
 

Tim was a gentle man, choosing to sell his reputation over the product and it is said that, "If Tim Wilks had never 

taken the Mickey out of you then you didn't count as a friend". His wicked sense of humour and precisely timed 

cutting comments are legendary in all aspects of his life and they will be very much missed by us all.  
  

Tim not only leaves Sissa, his wife, and two children behind: he also leaves a legacy of honesty and fun for his 

hundreds of friends in the boating and sports world which can never be replaced.  
  

Tim, you will be missed. 
  

Alan Priddy  
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The 2010 cruising season has started, and I am pleased to report that events so far have had a 
good turn out.  
 

Julianôs Weymouth Wander was a great success and is reported in this issue of ñRiblinesò. There 
was no ñofficialò cruise to RIBEX but BIBOA members who did go gave it the thumbs up. The 
Dartmouth Dawdle at the end of May was again well organised by Julian except for the little 

mistake made with tide times which saw our trip up the river to Totnes cut short as we viewed 
the hostelry of our destination from a rapidly drying out river!! We had to turn about and go 

back to Dartmouth, but the trip wasnôt wasted as the scenery was fantastic. 
 

In the school summer half term holidays, Paul Beaurain organised a quick trip over to the Isle of Wight to the 
Military Museum at Cowes which proved to be a good day out. The annual series of cruises around the West 

coast and lochs of Scotland was another feast (both edible and visual) for BIBOA members to enjoy. 
 

The Great British RIB Rally has been and gone and I was lucky enough to be offered me a seat on Seahound by 

Chris Strickland. It certainly was a great adventure and youôll be able to read all about it in the next issue of 
Riblines. 
 

This summer we can look forward to cruises to the Channel Islands, a hop up the coast to Brighton and a trip to 

the Bournemouth Air Festival. And donôt forget, you can use the forum at www.biboa.com to arrange any  
last-minute meet-ups. 
 

Please inform organisers of cruises as early as you can if you intend to participate as there can be quite a bit of 

ñbehind the scenesò organising to do prior to the particular cruise. 
 

Jon Adlard  

Cruising Co -ordinator   E: j.adlard@btinternet.com   M: 07970 951934  

BIBOA Cruising  

Report  
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Brighton Bash  
 

Solent ðBrighton 17th ð18th July  
Julian Lyas will be leading this cruise from the Solent to the lively city of Brighton , renowned for its Victorian pier , 

the eclectic mix of shops in the Lanes and, of course, the Regency splendour of the Royal Pavilion .  

Situated between the rolling hills of the South Downs, Englandôs newest National Park, and the English Channel, 
Brighton has much to offer the visiting RIBster, not least the excellent shopping and dining facilities of the UKôs 

largest marina which also boasts a cinema, bowling alley and casino. Or why not take a ride along the beach, from 
the marina into the city, on the 127 year old Volks Railway , the oldest electric railway in Britain?  
 

Interested? Then please contact Julian Lyas :  

Home: 01732 866553  Email: julianlyas@googlemail.com  or post on the forum: www.biboa.com/forum  
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 Harwich Regatta  
Harwich 31st July ð1st August  

Powerboat racing fans have a treat in store as Harwich hosts the National Powerboat 

Championships  featuring Marathon , Offshore 3C & 3B , OCR, V24 , RIB  and  

Thundercat  racing in Dovercourt Bay . 
 

There will also be plenty 
to keep the rest of the  

family busy including a  
variety of unique exhibits , a fun fair , trade stands , stalls , a bungee catapult , 

simulators  and a selection of refreshments . Music fans will appreciate the concerts  

on Friday and Saturday night (tickets must be purchased in advance) and following the 
concert on Friday there will be a fantastic fireworks display launched from a barge in 

the middle of the bay.  
 

For further information please see www.thepowerfestival.co.uk . 
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Jon Adlardôs cruise to the northernmost Channel Island is timed to coincide with the latter part of Alderney Week 

and participants can look forward to events such as the Daft Raft Race , the Big Balls Challenge , glass  

bottom kayaking and the Torchlight Procession , culminating in the Grand Firework Display . Hotel  
accommodation will be difficult to find so you are advised to pack your tent and camp at beautiful Saye Bay . To 

book a pitch please telephone 01481 822556 or email: camping@alderney.net . 
 

Interested? Then please contact Jon Adlard:  

Home: 01722 333736  Mobile: 07970 951934  Email: j.adlard@btinternet.com  

 Alderney Amble  
Solent ðAlderney 5th ð8th August  

Bournemouth Air Festival  
Bournemouth Pier 19th ð22nd August  

The UKôs biggest free aviation festival returns to Bournemouth  and you could be there too! The Red Arrows , 

Black Cats RN Helicopter Display Team , the Blades Aerobatic Team , the Battle of Britain Memorial 

Flight , the Breitling Wing Walkers , the Devils Parachute Display Team , a Eurofighter Typhoon , a Hawk , 
a F16  and a B17  are all scheduled to appear over the weekend so there will be no shortage of things to see. And 

if you fancy regaining your land -legs over the weekend, there is also plenty to see and do on the beach and in the 
town including: an amphibious beach assault by the Royal Marines, Pilot óMeet and Greetô tent, tank  

display , funfair , RAF village , Royal Navy village and a whole programme of óNight Airô entertainment until 
10pm each evening. Please see www.bournemouthair.co.uk for further details.  
 

Interested? Then please contact Jon Adlard:  

Home: 01722 333736  Mobile: 07970 951934  Email: j.adlard@btinternet.com  
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Weymouth 20th Birthday Bash  
Solent ðWeymouth 9th ð10th October  

The end-of-season cruise is always looked forward to with a mixture of anticipation and trepidation. Will the weather 

be kind to us? What will St Albanôs and Hengistbury Head be like? What will we be having for dinner? What practical 

jokes will be played this year? Well, this yearôs Weymouth cruise is extra special as it has been nominated the  
BIBOA 20th Anniversary Celebratory Cruise . As in previous years, the BIBOA fleet will muster at Yarmouth , 

with skippers and crew meeting up for lunch in a local hostelry (usually The Wheatsheaf ). Then it will be off to 
Weymouth  and donôt spare the horses! A three course dinner will be served at The Galley Bistro , followed by a 

ótourô of the townôs taverns and then bed at The Crown Hotel . The next day everyone will meet over breakfast or 
at the marina before setting off back home, stopping for a look at the sights ( Lulworth Cove , Durdle Door , Old 

Harry Rocks , etc) before a fine lunch in Yarmouth .  
 

Interested? Then please contact Julian Lyas :  
Home: 01732 866553  Email: julianlyas@googlemail.com  or post on the forum: www.biboa.com/forum  Im
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Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st November 2010 at 

The Milford Hall Hotel  
206 Castle Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP1 3TE  

 
 

BIBOA 20th Anniversary Annual  

Dinner, Presentation of Awards and AGM  

This will be a very special night indeed for all BIBOA members. Please put the date in your diary and book your room at the H otel 
too ð call 01722 417411. The price is £80 for a double room and includes breakfast the next morning. Just let them know that 
you are attending the BIBOA function. No need to pay anything until you depart on the Sunday morning. We are hoping to keep 
the ticket price close to last yearôs which was Ã39.50 per ticket. 
 

Salisbury is a lovely city and well worth visiting ð why not stay on Friday evening too, and spend Saturday during the day visit ing 
all the local attractions and shops, or go into town on Sunday morning. Guided walks can be arranged with a local, highly -
knowledgeable lady, and there is the wonderful cathedral and Salisbury Museum to visit. The High Street is well known for goo d 
shopping and Stonehenge is a short drive away. As a resident of the Hotel you would have use of a gym and sauna just across 
the car park, for an extra £3 only.  
 

The committee is working hard to produce a really great night for the Dinner ð photos and anecdotes from the very beginning of 
the Association, and hopefully many of the founder members present.  
 

For further information and to reserve your tickets, please contact Mary Puddifoot: general -secretary@biboa.com 07831 468060 
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On one of the best days of the year weather -
wise two families, the Beaurains and the  
Goddards, and two RIBs, Storm Breaker and 

Blue Ray, met on the Itchen and headed for 
Cowes. It was flat calm but with plenty of 
large shipping to swerve around. We moored 
on the Town Quay, met the waiting bus and 
jumped on for the five minute ride to the  
museum.  
 

The Military Museum, Isle of Wight is both a 
museum and a working restoration workshop 
for tanks. The  museum is staffed by the  
people who are actually doing the tank  
rebuilds, so they are able to pass on their 
technical knowledge to vistors. As well as 
there being much to look at, for the children 

a highlight of the visit is a trip in an  
armoured personnel carrier.  
 

Once back on the RIBs we sat and talked and 
then the Mundy family arrived, so all in all a 
great day. Thanks everyone. 
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RIBs & Tanks  
by Paul Beaurain  
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Easter  

Escapade  
 

by Pam Goddard  

Scurvy crew of Dizzy Lizzy  
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Chris Hinson and family on board Blue Marlin 
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The weather forecast for Easter was not good: rain on Good Friday and 
Saturday, brighter on Sunday and rain on Monday. However, we had 
committed to a B&B in Yarmouth for two nights, so we set off early on 
Friday morning to launch Dizzy Lizzy, our 6.5m Ballistic, on the River 
Hamble. The sky was overcast and grey but dry as we launched. By the 

time we got into Southampton water, the rain started and although it 
was a fairly short run to Yarmouth with slight sea conditions, we were 
all cold and wet from the rain as we arrived.  
 

Katie (11) and I decided to take the sensible option and catch the bus 
into Newport to watch a film at the cinema. Trevor and Richard (12) 
decided to rendezvous with Storm Breaker and go out for a drier run 
(due to the canopy) with Paul and Bryn Beaurain. We did try to meet up 
with MOR DEN 2, an 8m Ocean, and Blue Marlin, a 6.9m Solent, who 
were supposed to meet up with us to start the cruise at 10.30am from 
Yarmouth, but we couldnôt raise them. We later found out that they had 
also taken the bus and spent the day visiting Osborne House! 
 

The afternoon brightened up somewhat, with sunshine and clear skies. 
So, after Storm Breaker had dropped Trevor and Richard off at Yar-
mouth to head back to Southampton and home, they decided to take 
Dizzy Lizzy out again for a ride to the Needles.  
 

The rain set in again in the evening, but we weathered it well inside The 
Wheatsheaf. We managed to speak to Barry from MOR DEN 2 and 
agreed to meet at 10am on Saturday.  
 

Saturday morning was cold and grey again, but started out dry. Dizzy 
Lizzy, MOR DEN 2 and Blue Marlin all headed out from Yarmouth for  
Lymington which was just a short run. We visited the market there and 
had coffee, lunch and got to know each other a bit better. MOR DEN 2 
and Blue Marlin tend to launch on the East coast, so we had not met 
them on the water before.  
 

Mike Deacon joined us as he is based in Lymington, along with Mark 
Eade (brand new member) and Rebecca with their 6.8m Ribcraft 

(cunningly called Ribcraft). Hot Lemon  was having some mechanical 
work done so Mike joined us as a passenger on Dizzy Lizzy. We all 
agreed to head into Christchurch as we would be able to do this on a 
rising tide and we hadnôt been there before by water. As we headed out 
the rain started again but, with slight seas, the journey was fairly  
comfortable (if a bit wet).  
 

The channel buoys were difficult to see, but Mike guided us in close 
enough to pick them up. We followed the very winding and shallow 
channel into Christchurch. There were hot chocolates, coffees and cups 
of tea all round at the harbour café to warm us up before setting off 
again to make sure we didnôt lose too much water on the falling tide. 
There was some surf breaking as we left the mouth of the Christchurch 
channel which caught Mark Eade out and tipped the boat up backwards 

to an almost vertical angle. Even more surprising, we somehow  
managed to capture this on camera! The rain was steady now and I was 
beginning to feel like a drowned rat. When Trevor suggested that I go 
straight back to Yarmouth rather than drop Mike back at Lymington and 
then come back to Yarmouth, I jumped at the idea. We radioed MOR 
DEN 2 and I caught a lift with them straight back to the warm and dry 
B&B!  
 

Having had a hot bath and a cup of tea, I began to wonder where the 
rest of the Dizzy Lizzy crew were. When they finally turned up, it was 
with a new flotation suit (or two) courtesy of Mike! No wonder nobody 
else had volunteered to go straight back to Yarmouth ï theyôd had other 
plans. 
 

The crews from MOR DEN 2 (Barry, Penny and cousin Jane), and Blue 
Marlin (Chris, Fiona, Sam and Ben) decided to join us for dinner at Jireh 
House (which, by the way, is to be recommended as a B&Bï but watch 
out for the low beamed ceilings!). We enjoyed a convivial meal  
swapping boating stories and exchanging boat trivia - well the men did 
that whilst the women chatted and got to know each other. The children 
disappeared to The Wheatsheaf to pick up the free wireless internet 
connection on their iPods. They were later caught bouncing around on 
our beds upstairs! After agreeing to meet at 10am again the next  
morning, we went to bed. The crew of MOR DEN 2  hiked across the 
road to their B&B, Harveyôs (which did not get such a positive review), 
and Blue Marlinôs crew stumbled back to their caravan in a nearby 
campsite. 
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Trevor, Pam, Katie & Richard Goddard 

Blue Marlin 

MOR DEN 2 

Ribcraft 

Sea Hawk 
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Sunday morning dawned bright and mostly sunny and the plan 
was to go around the Isle of Wight past The Needles and on to 
Ventnor for a coffee break. We knew that we would be passing 
through a couple of rough patches like St Catherineôs Point, but 
the conditions were in general slight and the sun was shining. 
Blue Marlin had picked up some more crew (sister Tracey and 
her two children, Joe and Rosie), so were carrying seven in  
total.  
 

We went through a rough patch of sea around The Needles but 
otherwise the journey was OK. As we approached St Catherineôs 
Point, we could see that it was quite choppy with a big swell 
coming across and breaking waves in all directions. Our passage 
became slower and rougher and Trevor finally decided to head 
straight out to sea to face the waves straight on. After ploughing 
through them for a few minutes, we turned back towards the 
shoreline having reached slightly calmer waters. Breathing a 
sigh of relief, we looked back to see how MOR DEN 2 and Blue 
Marlin were coping. They seemed to have decided to take the 
same route as us when suddenly they stopped making any 
headway and we could only see them when the swell and waves 
allowed.  
 

Shortly after, over the airwaves came a radio call from Chris 
sounding remarkably calm, ñMOR DEN 2, MOR DEN 2 this is Blue 
Marlin. We have lost all steering. The hydraulics have gone. We 
have no steering, over.ò ñWe will come around. Get a rope 

ready,ò came Barryôs reply. We sat out in the slightly calmer  
waters watching with bated breath, waiting to see if we would 
be needed in the rescue. MOR DEN 2 came around, Chris threw 
a rope and Jane on MOR DEN 2 skilfully caught it and tied it on. 
Both RIBs were being washed about, ñlike being in a washing 
machineò, as described by Jane later on. However, it wasnôt long 
before MOR DEN 2  began to tow Blue Marlin out of trouble. We 
learned that the steering on Blue Marlin had lost all its oil, so not 
only were they being washed about in the rough seas, but were 
also stuck going around in circles! At times, the boat had been 
tipped over sideways, giving the whole crew quite a scare!  
 

We radioed to say that we were happy to take passengers as 
soon as they were in calmer waters and did so as soon as we 
could. Understandably, they were a bit shaken but there were 
no injuries and everyone was OK. MOR DEN 2 towed Blue Marlin 

at 24 knots into Ventnor where we all gratefully moored up. A 
quick inspection revealed that the nut had fallen off the steering 
fluid pipe, letting all the oil pour out and hence the loss of  
steering. Chris managed to put it all back together but only had 
a small bottle of steering fluid to replace the fluid lost. It wasnôt 
enough. Being Easter Sunday, no suitable shops were open, so 
Chrisô sister, being a local, called her husband and asked him to 
bring across some cooking oil as an emergency measure. She 
checked whether vegetable oil was OK! 
 

As we all recovered over a cup of tea, Trevor got a call from 
Richard (another fairly new member of BIBOA) and Jane with 
Seahawk, a 5.85m Ribcraft, who had come from Chichester to 
Bembridge and then to Ventnor to meet us. Trevor went down 
to the quay to meet them and found that they had a big bottle 
of steering fluid that saved the day!  
 

Having filled ourselves with refreshments and the steering  
column with fluid, we all set off to Bembridge for lunch. The sea 
conditions got a bit choppy, but were still slight. Blue Marlin was 
fine, with no reoccurrence of the steering problem. We had 
lunch at the sailing club, who coped admirably with our table of 
17! Sadly, we had to get back home on Sunday night. So after 
lunch we said our farewells and although we all left together, we 
had to peel off back to the Hamble, whilst MOR DEN 2 and Blue 
Marlin headed back to Yarmouth and Seahawk went back to 
Chichester. 
 

Their plans for Monday were to go to The Folly in Cowes for 
lunch and then back to Southampton/Hayling Island to get their 
boats back on their trailers and start their journeys home.  
 

In summary, the Easter Cruise was most enjoyable even though 
the weather was wet for much of the time. We met some lovely 
people whom we had never met before and had a great time. It 
was good to see some of the new members come along and join 
this cruise, and as it happened one of them saved the day by 
carrying essential supplies enabling the repair. It also reminded 
us that it really is a good idea to ñbuddy upò with at least one 
other boat and to keep together on these cruises. If MOR DEN 2 
had not been so close to Blue Marlin when they lost their  

steering, we could have had a much more serious incident. With 
Barry being the Club Safety Officer, Blue Marlin was in the most 
capable of hands! 

Blue Marlin & MOR DEN 2 

Ribcraft prepares 
for take off! 

MOR DEN 2 towing 
Blue Marlin 

Ribcraft & MOR DEN 2 
entering Christchurch 
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Weymouth 

and the  

Wanderers  
by Julian Lyas  

Roy Smith and crew  on board Cookie Jar, passing the Needles 
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The early season Weymouth cruise is always an exciting time: 
one of the first events of the year and a good shake down for 
the boats after a winter in storage. The weekend started with us 
heading down to Lymington on the Friday night to sort the boat 
out and stay at a B&B to save having to get up very early and 

travel down from Kent. I do like to sleep in!  
 

We woke on the Saturday morning to find blue skies and just a 
little breeze so it all looked like the perfect setting for our first 
run of the year. We launched the boat and headed for Yarmouth 
where we had arranged to meet all our fellow cruisers. We 
headed to óThe Wheatsheafô and were soon joined by Jon Adlard 
and Kevin Wakely; I knew Jon would arrive first at the pub! 
Shortly after, Roy Smith and his son arrived along with the rest 
of the group.  
 

After a quick lunch we all set off from Yarmouth to head to 
Weymouth. As the weather was so nice we decided to make a 
few stops on the way and take in the lovely Jurassic coast line. 
Some of the new members had never been along this coast so it 
was nice to show them some of the places we have been in 
previous years. Lulworth Cove was our final stop before the 
short blast to Weymouth. Jon Adlard had to show off and come 
past me at 50knts! I was not happy with this and have 
determined to fill his boat with lead to slow him down!  
 

Once all safely moored in Weymouth, we headed to óThe Crown 
Hotelô to enjoy a couple of drinks prior to our evening meal. I 
had booked us a table at óThe Galley Bistroô, just over the bridge 
in the Square. I would definitely recommend this restaurant to 
anyone visiting Weymouth. The evening meal was at 7pm and 
we had a set menu which we pre-ordered to help save time and 
confusion. There were over 20 of us and there were name tags 
on the tables to help, either that or they thought we would 
forget our names as the night went on! The meal was very 
good, all served on time and everyone got what they had 
ordered. After the meal we headed back to the hotel to enjoy a 
few more drinks before bed started calling us.  
 

The following morning we woke with slightly jaded heads and an 
overcast sky. We had breakfast and all too quickly it was time to 
head back to Yarmouth. A mistake was made at this point: two 
of the boats had said they were getting some fuel so they 
headed out while the rest of us prepared our boats. We then 

made our way out of the Marina, past the fuel pontoon but no 
sight of the other boats. We thought they must have headed on 
back together and would be a few miles in front but we should 
catch them up along the way. We tried to radio them and call 
their mobile ôphones but there was no answer so we pressed on. 
 

Once we arrived at St Albanôs Head we still had not passed them 
so we all tried to radio them again but again no answer. It was 
possible that they were making good time and were still ahead 
so we went on. St Albanôs was a little bumpy but not too bad, 
and Poole Bay had a few lumps and bumps but all in all a good 
run back. We ran very close in to shore to again take in the 
scenery. 
 

Having passed the Needles there was still no sign of the other 
two boats. I headed into Lymington while the others went to 
Yarmouth to have lunch there. I rang the other boats and this 
time got through. They had just passed the Needles so they 
were in fact about 20 minutes behind us. They had gone into 
Portland to get fuel as Weymouth didnôt have petrol left, and 
this had put them behind us from the start. Although they were 
perfectly safe and ran back together, we could not raise them 
on the VHF or ôphone and could only assume they were ahead 
of us. 
 

It highlights the importance of communication with others if you 
have to divert away from the group to ensure that people know 
where you are and what youôre doing. Its also imperative that 
everyone uses the assigned VHF channel during cruises so 
contact between all boats is maintained. (See also page 20!) 
 

All in all it was a great weekend and a good start to our season. 
Letôs keep our fingers crossed for a good summer and lots more 
cruises. See you all soon. 

Loujescha 

Ocean Devil 

Storm 
Breaker 

Arriving in Weymouth 

Moored up at 
Weymouth 

Dwarfed by a  
Condor ferry 

Seahawk and Dizzy Lizzy 
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Heavenly  

Highlands  
 

by Mike Deacon  

Dougie Crockett and Brian Fairlie on board Arriba 
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The 2010 BIBOA Highland Fling pilgrimage  
Tuesday 27 th  April to Wednesday 5 th  May  

as seen by Mike & Maggie Deacon in Due North  
 

This Scottish cruise was planned as seven days adventurous 
RIB cruising although several crews would extend their holiday 
to take full advantage of the wonderful scenery and  
experiences in this world famous area. Various crews would 
drop in and out for a few days, thatôs a major part of the fun é 
you never know who to expect!  We were based in the  
excellent Portavadie Marina in Loch Fyne within easy reach of 
many great cruising areas. 
 

At various times the runners and riders were:  
 

Arriba  Marlin 7.5m       Suzuki 300hp          
 Dougie Crockett, Brian Fairlie & Brian OôNeal                               
 

Highlander   Ribcraft 6.8m      Twin Yamaha 115        
 Peter Zurrer & Robert 
 

Naughty Lady   Ribcraft 5.5m       Suzuki                 
Hubert & Dorothea Stroetmann  

 

Just Looking  Ribcraft 5.8m      Suzuki                     
 Margot Hendrie & Leslie Macfadden 
 

La Bamba  Ribcraft 5.8m      Yamaha 100            
 Bernie & Richard Hanreck, Colin Luckett 
             

Due North  Scorpion 8.5m     Yanmar 315 D         
 Mike & Maggie Deacon 
 

Nomad  Tornado 5.8m      Yamaha 120            
 Steve Weston 
 

Seahound   Scorpion 10m      2x Yanmar 315 D     

 Chris, Helen, Sarah & Claire Strickland                                                                                      
plus Claireôs boyfriend Will 

 

Venom   Cobra 7m      Suzuki 175             
 John & Annie Griffiths 
 

Blue Tube  Revenger 27        Merc Opti 225       
 Marc, Viktoria, Klara & Lucas Lyne 
 

Scot Seats    Revenger 7m   Merc Opti 150      
 Jono Gordon, Ali & Findlay 
 

Mike Juliet   Pacific 22       175hp Diesel        
 Michael Jackson and Richard   
 

Cuchulainn   Redbay 11m       2x Yamaha 300 D      
 Callum & Anne Stewart    
 

Monday 26 th  April.  Five RIBS have arrived, Arriba, Seahound, 
La Bamba, Nomad and Due North.  Dougie took the fleet on a 
gentle run to Inveraray where we tied alongside a rickety,  
slippery pier for a few hours to wander around the town, visit 
the world famous jail (museum!) and lunch. We then cruised to 
Ardrishaig at the start of the Crinan Canal for a look at the  
Corpach basin.  Weôll draw a veil over the reason for an  
extended stay at Ardrishaig: faint memories of the water level 
dropping rather quickly, something to do with the moon  
perhaps?  As visitors, we were of course totally reliant upon the 
years of local knowledge in one of the fleet, perhaps this was 

Just Looking 

Naughty Lady 

Due North 

Blue Tube 

Highlander 
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Nomad & Scot Seats 

Cuchulainn 

Arriba 

Venom 


