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BIBOA Events Calendar  
The 2010 calendar is out and itôs jam-

packed with terrific events.  

With the winter months fading away, the promise 
of getting out on the water and enjoying some 
long, hot summer days is becoming very attractive.  
The BIBOA calendar is already packed with events 
and more may well be added during the year.  The 
season has much to offer and to find out more 
simply click on to the interactive calendar and 
contact the race or cruise organiser directly by 
email, who will be able to answer all your 
questions regarding the event.  The new BIBOA 
web site is proving very popular, with numerous 
enquiries from interested RIB enthusiasts from 
home and abroad.  
 

For those members interested in racing, the 
Lymington Challenge last year proved to be a great 
success and the race organisers are already 
working extremely hard to ensure this yearôs event 
is even bigger and better: it is hoped that more 
than forty RIBs will take part.  
 

The rules governing RIB racing have been greatly 
improved and it is intended that these will be 
adopted all over Europe so other nations interested 
in RIB racing can run to a common rule book.  As 
part of this initiative, there is a possibility that a full 
UIM World Championship for RIBs may be possible 
in 2011.  The boats and engines used will all be 
One Design and may be provided by the event 
promoters.  Teams representing the UK would be 
selected from those competing in BIBOA events 
such as the Lymington Challenge.  I hope you 
agree that this is all good, exciting stuff and very 
much a breath of fresh air for the racing 
enthusiasts. 
 

Turning our attention to the cruising calendar, 
there is much on offer and something for 
everyone. The season kicks off with a couple of 
south coast cruises before BIBOA moves up to her 
ancestral home for the Highland Fling series of 
cruises. Then itôs back to the south coast for 
cruises to Dartmouth, Jersey, Brighton, Alderney, 
Bournemouth and Weymouth. Barry heads off to 
Corsica again in July.  I hope to be joining some of 
the BIBOA cruises during the year and also hope to 
be participating in the Great British RIB Rally which 
departs Portland Marina on June 11th. 
 

This year is the 20th Anniversary of BIBOA so hereôs 
my regular reminder not to forget to record all 
those exciting moments during the summer so that 
we can compile a great DVD for our Anniversary 
Dinner being held in Salisbury in November.  
 

John Puddifoot 

Chairmanôs 

Chatter  

Events  

Front cover: Margo Hendry and Leslie 

McFadden in Just Looking  , enjoying the 

Highland Fling. Full report and more photos 
on pages 8 -  13.  

 
Photo courtesy of Mike Deacon.  
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The 2010 cruising seasonôs calendar is shaping up nicely with all the favourite 
cruises from last year replicated together with some interesting additions, 
including The Great British RIB Rally Start at Portland, a Jersey Jaunt and a 
Brighton Bash with Julian. 
 

Barry Holme has asked me to canvas for a volunteer to co-ordinate the ñEaster 
Eggs Cruiseò in April. Keep an eye on the BIBOA Events Calendar for the 

organiserôs name. The cruise outline is on page 6 and more details will be posted on the BIBOA 
website forum shortly.  
 

The current thoughts in the present financial climate are for a few day trips out in between the 
main cruises which can be organised through the BIBOA forum at short notice to tie in with the 
ñgood weatherò windows. 
 

I have also been in discussion with Rupert at Mainbrayce on Alderney regarding an additional 
cruise or a tie up with our Alderney Amble cruise, details of which I will publish when finalised.  
 

The rest of the seasonôs cruises can be seen on the BIBOA website Event Calendar. 
 

If any other members wish to organise a cruise, please let me know and feel free to give any of 
the committee or myself a call or post a note in the BIBOA forum for any assistance you may 
require. 
 

I look forward to meeting as many of you as I can this year.  
 

So all I have left to say is, ñLadies and Gentlemen start your engines!ò for the 2010 
cruising season. 
 

Jon Adlard  
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Ocean Devil on passage to Alderney  
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Once again, the season opens with a series of short cruises taking place over the Easter holiday long weekend. 

This family-friendly event is a very relaxed, informal affair with opportunities to cruise in company to the  

picturesque harbours in and around the Solent. Group dinners in different pubs will be arranged for those who 
wish to join in.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The itinerary will be arranged from day to day, depending on weather and participantsô preferences, but likely 
ports of call include historic Lymington , world famous centre of the yachting world Cowes , bustling Poole , 

peaceful Bembridge and shopping heaven Gunwharf Quays (Portsmouth) . So plenty of opportunities for 
sightseeing and shopping for all the family to enjoy.  
 

The cruise will be based in Yarmouth, Isle of Wight , but you could arrange your accommodation in Lymington 

instead, just a short 5 minute trip across the water from Yarmouth. Please make your own accommodation and 

berthing arrangements. Suggested launch sites: Lymington, Calshot, Hamble. 
 

If you are interested in joining this cruise please contact Jon Adlard :  
Tel: 01722 333736       Mob: 07970 951934       Email: cruising@biboa.com  

Easter Eggs Cruise  
 

Solent 2nd ð5th April  

Weymouth Wander  
 

Solent ðWeymouth 24th ð25th April  
Its time to start getting excited about the season ahead and all the great places weôre going to visit in  

blistering sunshine. 
 

The hotel wonôt let me do a group booking that early in the season so we all have to book accommodation  
ourselves, sorry about that. I would suggest everyone books into the Crown Hotel as usual.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The plan is : 

Saturday 24th April ï Meet in Yarmouth  for lunch at around 12. Depart for Weymouth  around 2pm.  
Sunday 25th April ï Depart Weymouth 11am and head to Cowes  for lunch. For dinner, I have booked the  

Galley Bistro restaurant again and have done a deal for a 3 course meal at £19 per person (bargain). I will  

upload the menu to the website in a few weeks time as we need to chose our meals before we arrive.  
 

This should be a straight forward trip but a nice way to catch up with people and put some more plans into 
place for the rest of the year. Of course the event will be weather dependent so start praying for sunshine.  

 

Please let me know if youôre interested in coming along .  
 

If you are interested in joining this cruise please contact Julian Lyas :  
Home: 01732 866553   Email: julianlyas@googlemail.com  
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 Highland Fling  
Loch Fyne 26th April ð4th May  

BIBOA returns to its birth place once again for a series of relaxing informal day cruises leaving from Portavadie  

Marina , situated on Loch Fyne on the unspoilt West coast of Scotland. Destinations will depend on weather, tide 

and participantsô preferences but the plan is to do a couple of long trips to Gigha  and Ireland  with the rest being 
around the Clyde and up to Glasgow . 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Portavadie has petrol and diesel available and also cottages to rent.  

Please contact Doug if you would be interested in renting one.  
There are also hotels and bed and breakfast establishments in  

nearby Tighnabruaich. So whether you can join for just a day  
or the whole week, Doug is waiting to hear from you.  

 
 

If you are interested in joining this cruise please contact Doug Crockett :  

Email: dougcrock@hotmail.com  

Dartmouth Dawdle  
Solent ðDartmouth 28th ð30th May  

The annual invasion of Dartmouth  is scheduled to take place at the end of May  

again this year. This pretty town provides an excellent base from  

which to explore the beautiful South Devon coastline.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
The itinerary has yet to be decided and will depend on the weather but possible ports of  

call include Salcombe , Torquay , Brixham  or even Fowey . Evening meals may  
be taken at Kendricks Restaurant , John Burton Raceôs New Angel  

or perhaps the floating restaurant Resnova . And donôt forget  

to stock up on pasties and clotted cream while youôre there! 
 

 
 

 
If you are interested in joining this cruise please contact Julian Lyas :  

Home: 01732 866553   Email: julianlyas@googlemail.com  
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Highland 
Fling  
 

by Jean MacDonald  
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This was to be the second BIBOA Scottish cruise in 

2009, the first one had taken place earlier in the year 

during May (see pages 12ð13). This second Highland 
Fling would consist of two days out of Sandbank Marina 

in Holy Loch on the beautiful Cowal Peninsula to be  
followed by a longer distance run to Oban via either the 

Mull of Kintyre (weather permitting) or through the  
Crinan Canal. 
 

The RIBS and crew were:  
 

Douglas (Dougie) Crocket in  Arriba II  ï with Jean 
MacDonald 
 

Peter Zurrer in Highlander II  (Peterôs usual  

crewman Karl Heinz Baumgarten was very much 
missed) 
 

Mike Deacon in Scorpion  (courtesy of Roger Lyas) 

with Kevin Goulding 
 

Uwe Bergman in Sportis  with Sven Bergmann and 

Jurgen 
 

Englebert Wrede  with Breate Wrede 
 

John and Annie Griffiths  in Venom  
 

Geoff Willerton in Tuf Kuki  (known as the Revenger 
with óno nameô but actually has one!) with Mandy and 

Peter Willerton and Arron 
 

Wednesday 29 July  at 10.30 am prompt (Peterôs 

Swiss timing), Dougie Crocket plus Brian Fairley, Brian 
OôNeill, Gordon and Alan Turner arrived to meet the 

skippers at Holy Loch to discuss the cruise to Oban on 
Thursday. 
 

Wind strength was a pleasant force 4 but we decided to 

avoid Millport during the low tide (we mustnôt tell you 

that Peter Zurrer dried out thereé). The fleet went to 
Little Cumbrae Island where some crew landed to óbagô 

the island, others tied up for a comfort break and a  
coffee before heading northwest to East Loch Tarbert, 

where Dougie decanted Gordon and Alan Turner to  

collect their gaff rigged cutter and sail it to Largs.   
Arriba II  crew enjoyed órefreshmentô whilst the fleet 

headed up Loch Fyne to Otter Ferry for lunch in blazing 
sunshine. After Arriba II  arrived, Peter, Uwe and  

Englebert left with their crew for an afternoon voyage 
to Inverary.  
  
Later that afternoon, the fleet met at Tighnabruaich 
where G&Ts were the order of the day as the sun went 

down, buté not the end of the day as the fleet then 
made a further run to The Shore House Inn at  

Lochgoilhead where the best pizzas in Scotland are 
made, followed by a magical run back to Holy Loch in 

the dark. 
 

Thursday 30 July ï Dougie and Jean trailed Arriba II 
to Dunstaffnage whilst the fleet enjoyed sightseeing 
around the Burnt Isles and surrounding lochs.  
 

After launching, Arriba II  headed to Craobh Haven for 

the night as we were meeting the fleet at the Crinan the 
next day. The weather was sunny although windy, force 
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4 gusting 6. Passing Easdale the seas calmed but  
skipper took a good decision NOT to go through the 

Corryvreckan whirlpools. The Cuan Sound tide race was 

ripping out at almost 10 knots, we passed Torsa and 
had a calmer run to Craobh Haven. We tied up to 

Dougieôs dadôs boat Dawn Shadow, a Ranger 36.  
Following a couple of well deserved G&Ts we headed to 

the Lord of the Isles Hotel for a lovely meal.  
 

Friday 31 July  -  Early morning was sunny but after 

breakfast in Craobh we heard the wind whistling 
through the marina. We learned it was force 6 -7 in the 

open sea and the fleet decided to come via the Crinan 
Canal rather than round the Mull. They entered the  

canal at Ardrishaig at 8am but as West Highland Week 

was running, the canal was busy and a slow run was 
anticipated. Dougie and I had a bumpy ride in Arriba II 
to Crinan and whilst we waited, we had coffee and 
lunch in the Crinan Hotel.  By now it was raining hard, 

not just showery but the continuous Highland misty 

rain.  I call this ñwet rainò, meaning it just soaks into 
everything: skin, hair and even the best of wet weather 

gear.  
 

It was 4pm before the others transited and popped out 
at Crinan. Everyone was cold, wet, hungry and a little 

miserable but very happy to arrive. They had a light 

bite, with coffee and hot chocolate, and prepared for 
the final sprint to Dunstaffnage by Oban. On leaving 

Crinan, we were fearing the worst regarding the sea 
state but it wasnôt so bad.  We passed through the 

Dorus Mor, back up through the Cuan Sound, Easdale 

Bay where it was rather bouncy, on past Kerrera and 
into Dunstaffnage Marina. Dougie obeyed orders to 

drop me off at Oban where I headed straight to the 
B&B and sat under the shower for half an hour to warm 

up.  
 

Kevin Goulding guided our visitors from Germany to 

their B&Bs which were a 5 minute walk from Oban pier. 
Mikeôs hotel was a rather unusual choice although he 

claimed not to have known it when booking. Peter  
discovered a problem with his bilge pump so stayed for 

a while at Oban Marina on Kerrera to fix the problem, 
moving to Dunstaffnage later on. We all met up for a 

drink later before doing our own thing for dinner; you 

have to be early in Oban as many restaurants stop  

serving after 8.30 pm.  
Saturday 1 August  - 11 am Swiss time: although the 

weather was a little dull, showery and cloudy, the cruise 

of the day was to be Tobermory. From Lismore  
Lighthouse, past Duart Castle and up to Tobermory it 

was low cloud so no beautiful scenery. This was a bit  
disappointing for our overseas visitors as it was their 

first time cruising on the west coast, and we didnôt have 

our usual company of a small group of terns and seals; 
they were sheltering perhaps!  

 
On arrival at Tobermory, some skippers and crew 

headed for the open fires at the Mishnish Hotel whilst 
others went sightseeing. I did the shopping bit to collect 

some boaty knick knacks for Captain Dougieôs Christmas 

and then I joined the others at the Mishnish where, as 
usual, they were all sitting around the open fire. Dougie 

liked this so much he played with the embers and got 
soot all over his face without realizing it. I gave the 

game away, as the rest of the skippers wanted him to 

stay like that for the rest of the day. The conversation 
was, yes youôve guessed, boats, beer and more boats. 

Arriba II crew and many others lunched at the world 
famous fish and chip van on the quayside. 

 

The fleet then headed up Loch Sunart to see the hidden 
castle and around Carna Island. This is particularly  

difficult as the water is very shallow, although crystal 
clear, and although it was a rising tide, the seaweed - 

covered rocks are pretty much hidden; I was ordered to 
the bow of the boat to look for rocks, nice! This was a 

lovely sightseeing cruise and the fleet then ran together 

back to Dunstaffnage. 
 

Kevin organized a sea view table for all at a great sea-
food grill called Coast where the food was fantastic, 

much enjoyed by all. Dougie and I, along with Mike and 

Kevin, then headed to The Tartan Bar for a well  
deserved nightcap.  

 
Sunday 2 August  - 11 am Swiss time at Dunstaffnage 

Marina. 
 

The skipper and crew from óthe Revenger with no 

nameô (is actually Tuf Kuki) joined the fleet today and 
Dougie headed the fleet for a wee run up Loch Etive. 

The water was flat calm being pretty much sheltered by 
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the surrounding hills. We then ran up Loch Linnhe, into 

Loch Leven for lunch at Glencoe. Then on past the 

lighthouse at the Corran Narrows before heading on to 
Fort William. Dougie and I stopped at Fort William 

whilst the others zoomed on to the Caledonian Canal 
for sightseeing.  

 
Back at Oban Doug and I went to the Seafood Temple 
(book a month in advance!) for dinner, where Kevin 

had organised a wee bottle of iced champagne for us 
to celebrate my (21 st?) birthday, a big thanks Kevin, 

lovely surprise. The dish of the day was a seafood  
platter; we had to choose the lobster to go with our 

meal, we called him Kevin and he was really good! The 

platter consisted of Kevin, crab claws, smoked salmon, 
poached salmon, mussels, hand dived scallops, oysters, 

langoustines, prawns, razor clams, salad and several 
types of dip. This was the best seafood platter we have 

ever had, bulgy tummies. The other cruisers ate at 
Eusk, another famous restaurant in Oban. We all later 

met at The Tartan Bar for a great end to a perfect 

birthday evening, amongst good friends.  
 

Monday 3 August  ï The day to return around the 
Mull of Kintyre to Holy Loch.  

 

The wind was force 7-8, rain and rough seas. The fleet 
didnôt want to run through the Crinan Canal and were 

wary of the Mull. Mike was up for the Mull until he  
remembered he wasnôt in Hot Lemon but in a friendôs 

borrowed boat, good call Mike. Salvation then   
appeared in the form of John and Annie Griffiths who 

had towed their RIB Venom to Oban. John piled  

skippers high in his Land Rover and drove them to Holy 
Loch to collect their cars and trailers;  all then drove 

back to Oban to collect their RIBs for another return 

drive to Holy Loch, phew!  

Douglas and I went to Easdale Island with Tuf Kuki and 

on through Cuan Sound up to Loch Melfort; the sea 
state was a little bumpy but not uncomfortable,  

certainly not as choppy as the weather forecast. We 
tied up to a small pontoon by a restaurant on the  

waterfront where it was nice and sheltered and we all 
enjoyed a picnic on Arriba II . 

 

Tuesday 4 August  ï The Holy Loch fleet left for their 
homes and, with only two ribs Arriba II  and Tuf Kuki 
going out, we decided on a short trip to Duart Castle. 
Venomous John had decided to do some comfortable 

land cruising. We found a small slip and made our way 

to the coffee and cake shop where we met Arronôs  
father and brother. From Duart we headed up Loch 

Linnhe on the west side of Lismore to find a dive spot 
for scallops as we had planned a BBQ. As the divers 

slid into the waters, a family of otters cruised by,  
having cleaned the seabed of scallops no doubt. After a 

picnic we headed to Loch Creran where Geoff stopped 

a passing commercial diver and bummed a bag of  
scallops, so the BBQ was saved. 

 
Wednesday 5 August  - Weather forecast promised 

less wind so Arriba II accompanied Tuf Kuki and  

Venomous ôJohn & Anne up to Tobermory. It must 
have been a good run as we could hear Anne shrieking 

for joy(?) above the wind and rain as we all flew over 
the waves at Lismore lighthouse. After the usual  

Tobermory lunch, we stopped in a quiet sheltered bay 
to let the divers down while we had a final drink before 

slipping the RIBs at Oban and heading home. 

It was a really great Highland Fling, thanks to all who 
took part and é  see you next time. 
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The First Fling of 2009  

18th -  29th May 2009  
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BIBOA was conceived by Michael Alexander and Richard Frere following their circumnavigation of Scotland in 

1989 when both were in their sixties; they used a 4m RIB with two 15hp outboards. The Association was formed 

in 1990 with our initial General Secretary being Cmdr Patrick Bryans RN (Rtd) whom we are honoured to still 
have as BIBOA President; the 1990 Highlands and Islands RIB Race saw 42 RIBs entered. Scotland remains BI-

BOAôs ancestral home and the Association organises at least one cruise there each year, some years see two 
such cruises. 

 
A favourite saying of our Swiss member Peter Zurrer is,  ñI go RIBing in Scotland twice a year and will retire 

there,ò and of Scottish member Dougie Crockett (who took part in the 1990 RIB race), ñNever miss an  

opportunity.ò These two thoughts came together for the umpteenth year in a row in 2009 when we were treated 
to a tremendous feast of two cruises in the home of lochs and rocks.  

 
This is the BIBOA 20th Anniversary year (1990 ï 2010) and our Highland Fling will be plus/minus 26 th April ï 4th 

May, mostly based in Portavadie Marina, Loch Fyne, but with some members based in Sandbank Marina. Weôll 

meet up each day and evenings. Some will arrive early, some will come for just a few days and some might stay 
on  é for the summeré for the midgesé         

 
There is little formal organisation for these cruises, participants need to be easy going and reasonably self  

reliant, new members often join us for the safety of cruising in company in the best waters of the UK. We  
already have ten RIBS booked in with possibly room for a few more, contact Dougie on DougCrock@hotmail.com    

 

Mike Deacon  

The First Fling of 2009  
18th -  29th May 2009  

BIBOAôs Scottish Ancestry 
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En Corse  

for Fun in  

the Sun  
by Barry Holme  
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