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After a frantic week getting the new engine in Ocean 
Devil up and running (concluding on the Thursday 
before the off - many thanks to Dave Crawford Marine 
for their help at very short notice, much appreciated), I 
arrived at Yarmouth on Friday morning ready for the 
off. 
 
There were 6 RIBs at the start line : 
Julian Lyas in Scorpion with 4 crew,  
Marc Lyne with Blue Tube, 5 crew,  
Michael Comninos Shiver M’ Timbers 1 crew,  
Trevor Goddard Dizzy Lizzy 3 crew,  
Bob Turnbull Barney 1 crew, 
and myself in Ocean Devil with 2 crew. 
 
Mike Deacon with Hot Lemon V arrived as a late entry 
for a one day cruise there and back and kindly took on 
extra crew from Blue Tube and baggage from Scorpion 
(a pallet load of factor 50 I hope! - Ed.). Due to the 
choppy conditions, Mike had to reduce speed to 49 
knots and took one and a half hours to get there, oh 
dear!! We all could only average about 20-25 knots and 
took twice the time!  
 
Paul Beaurain in Stormbreaker had gone over a day 
earlier and paved the way for us at Saye campsite by 
setting up his tent on a large vacant area that was large 
enough to take us all. 
 
On arrival at Braye Harbour, Rupert Street of 
‘Mainbrayce’ kindly offered us the use of his Land Rover 
and trailer to transport our tents and baggage to the 
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campsite, for which we are extremely grateful. 
Some of us hired pushbikes and others taxied to the 
campsite, and the afternoon was occupied by putting 
up the tents, which we all did in an extremely 
competent manner! 
 
Due to it being the busiest week in Alderney and the 
total number of cruisers involved, the booking of one 
restaurant was impossible, but luckily enough the ‘Nellie 
Gray’s Indian Restaurant’ took the majority of us, 
thanks to Julian booking earlier. After a tasty and very 
reasonably  priced meal, we had no choice but to visit 
one of the local hostelries where, in-between normal 
consumption of beer etc. somebody arranged for Jager 
bomb shots (that taste of cough medicine) which 
seemed to be replenished every 5 minutes. Believe it or 
not, one of the ladies (who will remain nameless) drank 
Julian nearly(!!) under the table. Of course, her 
participation on future cruises will be welcome.  
 
On a sunny Saturday morning, with surprisingly healthy 
people, Marc Lyne and some of his crew even went for 
a run round the Island for an hour and others braved a 
swim in the sea. Unfortunately, due to the pressures of 
being the cruise organiser, I was unable to take part! 
(Ah, the sacrifices cruise organisers must make! - Ed.) 
 
I’m sure he won’t be offended if I relate that Michael 
Comninos (The Young Sea Dog) decided to explore the 
island and recharge his batteries and give boating a rest 
for the day. Arrangements were made to meet up for 
dinner at The Braye Beach Hotel later. 
 
After all the exertions, we headed down to the boats 
and made for Guernsey for lunch, in varying sea 
conditions which allowed some good cruising with a few 
flat out blasts to clear the spark plugs and injectors! 
Great fun! 
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After lunch we diverted around to Sark and took a 
route through the scenic Goulliot passage, so good we 
had to have a blast back through the other way giving 
some great pictures. 
 
Once back in Alderney, we all made our own 
arrangements for dinner. ‘The Braye Beach Hotel’ 
catered for most of us and Chris and Helen Strickland 
joined us from their Dielette cruise in Seahound. It was 
their wedding anniversary so a quick toast was made to 
celebrate. After dinner, we all sat on the hotel terrace 
and watched the firework display, which was 
spectacular. Before the display the other cruisers had 
participated in the candle procession, which the 
younger members, Bryn Beaurain and Katie and 
Richard Goddard, thoroughly enjoyed. The hardier 
members then went up to the Quarry Disco including 
my crew, but due to not having a light on my bike I 
lost my way and ended up back at the campsite! 
 
On Sunday morning,  Stormbreaker got going early for 

a sight-seeing trip to Sark, leaving later that evening 
for the trip back to Southampton in flat seas all the 
way home. 
 
Once the rest of us had got all the camping gear down 
to the harbour, (again, thanks to Rupert at ‘Mainbrayce’ 
for his Land Rover and Brian Thomas for his mastery of 
the gears and steering) we made our way back to the 
UK. 
 
Bob Turnbull turned to Port and headed to Dartmouth 
and the rest of us had a great trip back to the Needles. 
The weather and sea conditions started with overcast 
skies and a slight chop but this improved to sun and 
flat sea, with the bonus of arriving at Hurst Castle just 
as the Fastnet Race started: quite a spectacle. 
 
I think we all agreed, the great company and good 
weather made up for some of the cancelled cruises this 
year and hopefully we can get one or two more cruises 
in before the end of the year. 
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